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Isaiah 6:1-8   and    John 3:1-17 

   The word “awesome” has lost its impact….you hear it so often these days! I won’t 

tell you what bank I go to but sometimes when I am merely cashing a $20. check, the 

teller exclaims, “Awesome! Perfect!”  Really?  And then, “How do you want that?”  I 

say, “In tens?”….AWESOME!!!  Really…if this is awesome, what about a universe that 

has no end? 

    Let us be in prayer: Awesome God!  May the words of my mouth and the 

meditations of our hearts together be acceptable to you, our rock and our redeemer. 

Amen. 

    Let’s face it…the whole idea of GOD….is AWESOME! God is more vast than the 

universe and yet most of us only get hints of the how and why and who….of God. Who 

knows where the wind blows?  God is creator of all life… the ecological wonders are a 

mystery….but it is ALL….awesome! And if I ever lose this sense of the awesomeness of 

God….I will be sorry. 

    The prophet Isaiah proclaimed that the whole earth is full of God’s glory….I know 

that you sense something of this wonder…particularly on these incredible Spring 

mornings with the melodies of birdsong in the air, the sunlight filtering through the 

trees and new-life fairly abounding around us! I heard a raven chortling in the trees 

this morning!  

     And on Friday I was contemplating the awesomeness of Spring, looking out at the 

beautiful greenery of our yard and all of a sudden--- I heard trumpet music!  I thought 

perhaps angels were coming…and in the way they were…in the form of a parade of 

elementary school children marching up the street with their music teacher playing 

“The Ants Go Marching Home” on the trumpet!  Awesome, indeed! 

 

    But Isaiah….in the face of this vision of a multi-faceted God…complains that his lips 

are unclean. What is this? He is crying out to God of his own humanness?…His own 

weaknesses of perhaps telling untruths? Of expressing hurtful things, of speaking 

maliciously? Why did Isaiah say his lips were “unclean?” Perhaps he failed to utter 

praises to the Divine…or was he silent in the face of injustice!? 

    Walter Brueggemann writes in his book “Interrupting Silence: God’s Command to 

Speak Out” Brueggemann says that “Silence is a complex matter. It can refer to awe 

before unutterable holiness, but it can also refer to coercion when some voices are 



silenced in the interest of control by more dominant voices.”  Brueggemann says that 

maintaining silence--- allows the powerful to keep control.  

  

    Perhaps, God touched the lips of Isaiah so that he would no longer be quiet! To 

interrupt his silence?  It was, after all, Isaiah who went on to admonish warring parties 

to “beat their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks!”  His lips 

were freed with the touch of God’s hot, hot coals--- to speak out for peace!! 

 

     Martin Luther King Jr. said that sometimes there comes a time when “silence is 

betrayal.” I found a sermon that Dr. King gave at Riverside Church in 1967…a year 

before he was killed. What an eloquent and moving preacher he was. He was speaking 

out against the Vietnam War and said that his conscience gave him to no other choice.  

He was called to “break the silence of the night” even though he said that speaking 

out can be “a vocation of agony.” 

   

     Imagine him speaking out against…a war that so many people were afraid to admit 

was a mistake. He said that with all the clergy and lay leaders who had gathered to 

hear him that day, perhaps a new spirit was rising among them…that they were called 

to speak from the burning of their hearts! 

     He said that he could no longer preach about peace and non-violence and not 

condemn the violence our own nation was imposing on the people of Vietnam…he said 

this violence affected people of color in our country as well as indigenous people who 

were called to war. People of color were giving their lives for freedoms--- that they did 

not even know in their hometowns. 

 

     In this hour-long sermon opposing the war in Vietnam, Dr. King included these 

words: “This is a call for a world-wide fellowship that lifts neighborly concern beyond 

one's tribe, race, class and nation and is in reality a call for an all-embracing and 

unconditional love for [humankind]. … When I speak of love”  King said … “I am 

speaking of that force which all of the great religions have seen as the supreme 

unifying principle of life. This Hindu-Muslim-Christian-Jewish-Buddhist belief ---

beautifully summed up in the first epistle of Saint John: Let us love one another; for 

love is of God and everyone who loves is born of God and knows God…” 

    Aren’t these the same words that Bishop Curry quoted at the Royal Wedding…the 

power of God….is love! 

 



   So if God were to unlock your lips….what do you long to speak out about…what is 

burning in your hearts this day? Are their personal pains, political grievances, praises 

unspoken? Allow me to interrupt my own silence this morning…when I say that I 

believe that Palestinians are hurting from deep prejudices against them perpetuated by 

Israeli and US media….and there are even evangelical Christian churches who are 

proclaiming these untruths… I long for Palestinians to be regarded with the dignity and 

respect they deserve after years of occupation.  

     What do you want to speak out about…what a Pentacostal moment it might be if 

we all let loose all the words we long to say! 

 

     There is a new term floating around…it is new to me, anyway: Intersectionality… it 

means that the problems in our nation and world intersect…poverty, racism, climate 

change, war…all of these issues of great concern are interwoven. And it might expand 

the way we understand them if we can see them as of one whole.  That is what the 

Poor People’s Campaign is about… moving the moral compass of the people of this 

nation towards justice on many fronts.  

      We can start enlarging our own understanding of racism by coming to hear Kate 

Stevens speak this Thursday about the incredible perspective she gained from her 

travels in the south. 

 

       So, Isaiah in this story is surrounded by an awesome God, by fire and smoke, 

flying seraphs and fiery coals and Isaiah is forgiven…his unclean lips are purged with a 

hot coal…and here is the thing….after he was cleansed, forgiven---THEN he is able to 

say, take me, use me, let me serve you, God of Love!  

    I think if we wallow in what we perceive to be our own faults and weaknesses, our 

limitations…then we are not free to let God use us!  

       But we ARE forgiven…all of us…maybe you do not feel the hot coal on your lips, 

but there is no one for whom God does not forgive. So when God asks, “Whom shall I 

send…who will go for us?” Who will go…who will speak….from out of this kind of 

awesome love…?  We will be able to join Isaiah in saying…”Yes, oh my God…send 

me!” Let me say the words that need to be said…let me interrupt the silence…in your 

name, O God! 

       

    Now….I want to close with a little exercise for this Trinity Sunday…because this 

Isaiah story points to the idea that the experience of God is a mysterious divine-human 

encounter….with consequences!   On this Trinity Sunday, we are to remember the 

relationship within which we are held as we think of God, Christ, Spirit…you may say 



Father, Son and Holy Ghost, you may think Creator, Christ and Holy Spirit….Some say 

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer!  Three-in one…relationship with the Divine, with God-in-

humanity, with God in the mystery of Spirit….however you might think about this 

Three-in-One-ness! 

     So here is an exercise from our Sunday school lesson….today….where we will make 

a Cinquain…a poem with 5 lines together: 

 

     The first line has one word and I am going to give you that one….God.          

Ready?  Let’s make a congregational poem! 

 

(1 Word)                                        God 

(2 words describing)               Awesome Powerful 

(3 action words)               Igniting, Liberating, Empowering 

(4 word phrase/feeling)         Freeing lips from silence 

(1 word synonym)                        Christ/Spirit 

 

Those were my words but the Congregation will suggest others on Sunday! Smile!) 

 

Amen!  


