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    My mother was a wonderful storyteller…she could delight in the most 

inconsequential of human interactions, encounters with nature or episodes in a book 

she was reading. Then she would expound and elaborate…exaggerating, often…to tell 

stories ending in gales of laughter. 

    Some of her stories were about her childhood growing up in New York City, the 

youngest of five children. She told about a little niece who had come to visit in the 

summertime and was watching my mother’s father eat corn on the cob. My 

grandfather, William Ebenezer Reed, had a distinguished looking mustache that even 

curled up on the ends. The little girl stared at him while he ate and then said very 

politely….”Grandpa, be very careful not to eat your fur!” 

   Life would be so dull without stories…and today, we have two unbelievable stories of 

Jesus. Were they true…or were they just “fake news” ? 

   Let us be in prayer: Storyteller God, may the words of my mouth and the 

meditations of our hearts together be acceptable to you, our rock and our redeemer. 

Amen. 

   Two stories….First, Jesus and his disciples feed 5,000 on a mountainside…on the 

other side of the Sea of Galilee…which meant the people in the crowd were 

Gentiles…They were fed with only two fish and five loaves of barley bread….AND not 

only that, there were twelve baskets of leftovers!  

    Now this amazing story is recorded in ALL four Gospels: Matthew, Mark, Luke and  

John. There are some differences…Matthew says there were 5000 men plus women 

and children…and the story is told a second time in both Matthew and Mark but with 

4000 people…so we know that versions of this story was told over and over again 

through the generations that followed Jesus…it was an important story in the telling of 

the life of Jesus…and one that I plan on depicting in a new block print very soon! 

     Anyway, while John says that Jesus “gave thanks” before passing out the bread, 

the other Gospel writers make more of this act. Jesus looks up to heaven, breaks the 

bread, blesses it, and gives thanks to God…before feeding the crowd!  We do this now 

before sharing Communion…and many do this now, before any meal. Taking a 

moment to bless and give thanks!  In the icon on the cover, Jesus’ hand is in the sign 

of a blessing as he holds a loaf of bread…but rather than looking up to heaven, in this 



image, Jesus is looking right at us…maybe saying, “You, also can go and feed 

them…the hungry, the multitudes!”  What do you think? 

     The unbelievable part of the text begins with Jesus getting away by himself on a 

mountain because “they” were coming to force him to be king, it says in John! And 

Jesus did not want to be  “that kind of king!” 

     The disciples get into a boat and come back across the sea to Capernaum but a 

storm errupts.  I have first-hand knowledge that storms can come up very suddenly on 

the Sea of Galilee! The disciples were rowing when the waves became rough. It was 

dark and the wind was blowing. They rowed 3 or 4 miles, when they saw something 

unbelievable. Jesus (remember he had gone off to pray by himself)…Jesus came 

walking on top of the waves towards the boat full of disciples. They were terrified and 

thought he was a ghost! Jesus told them, “Do not be afraid.” And when he got into the 

boat…the storm ceased and they were at their destination. 

     What do you make of these stories? In the Mark version, it says even the disciples 

were astounded…because they had not understood about the loaves feeding the 

thousands…and their hearts were hardened. What does feeding thousands have to do 

with walking on water? Are our own hearts hardened to these stories? 

     It is sad when people stop engaging with them just because they are unbelievable. 

There are surely deeper meanings whether or not the events actually happened!  

   Douglas John Hall laments the skepticism of our age that demands rational 

explanations for everything. He writes that we “miss the wonder of Divine grace that 

permeates the whole of life” and thus lose ‘the capacity to wonder’ at ‘the 

extraordinary within the ordinary’ of our everyday lives.” 

     For me, these stories are about the abundance of God’s love that is enough to feed 

the multitudes on many levels… and we have a part to play…in our gratitude and in 

our giving. The stories are about believing in the possibility of the improbable.  The 

stories are about not panicking … not getting stuck in attitudes of fear and scarcity but 

trusting in the fullness of God’s abundance that is even at work within us!  

    This might be a paradigm shift for us…to move into a realm of thinking where we 

are certain of abundant goodness….even in these times of uncertainty….especially in 

these times of uncertainty. 

    The beautiful prayer that I read in Ephesians reiterates this call to faith. It was a 

letter by someone using Paul’s name, after the life of Jesus to an early Christian 



community in Ephesus. Look up this passage on your own…copy it down…pray on 

it….Listen again to these beautiful excerpts: I pray that…God may grant that you be 

strengthened in your inner being…that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith, 

as you are rooted and grounded in love.  I pray that you may have the power to 

comprehend…what is the breadth and length and height and depth…and to know the 

love of Christ that surpasses knowledge…so that you may be filled with the fullness of 

God….God, who is at work within us and is able to accomplish abundantly far more 

than we can ask or imagine…” 

   It is not through rational knowledge that we will understand Jesus feeding the 

multitudes or walking on water…it is in our inner being that we get a sense of the 

fullness of God…and able to accomplish abundantly far more than we could ever 

imagine! 

   Cheryl Bridges Johns writes that there may be a difference between knowledge as 

information, statistics, hard/cold facts….versus knowledge as wisdom.  She says that 

“love’s knowledge” can take what seems small…and multiply it. Have you seen this 

happen in your lives?  

   Look at our Good Neighbors Food program…with the consistent and loving act of 

providing food for those who need it…doors have opened, gifts have been given and 

new opportunities are presenting themselves.  And we probably have no idea how 

much of an impact our gifts to Mission and Outreach make for a number of worthy 

organizations. Our small monetary distributions get mixed in with all other small 

donations…and miracles happen… for women who have been abused in this area, for a 

small community in Bolivia, for Palestinians in a school in Israel….and many others. 

    C.S. Lewis said: “Miracles are a retelling in small letters of the very same story 

which is written across the whole world in letters too large for some of us to see.” 

    G.K. Chesterton: “We are perishing for want of wonder, but not for want of 

wonders.” 

   Perhaps we ought to learn how to tell the stories of the miracles that happen around 

us every day…the miracles of relationships that heal and are reconciled through 

forgiveness, compassion…and laughter. The miracles of companionship. The miracles 

of music and art! The miracles of nature noticed when we take time to see the 

intricacies and the beauty it all! 



   The other day, I was watching a Daddy Longleg spider…he or she only seemed to 

have one long antennae which he reached out searchinly before taking the next 

spidery step across the arm of one of our porch chairs. Then all of a sudden, he 

decided to take a bath. One by one, he pulled his antennae and then each 

unbelievably long leg, lifting and bending, he pulled each tiny appendage through his 

mouth…cleaning it, I guess. How amazing…. 

    I believe these stories of miracles around the life of Jesus…feeding thousands with 

a handful of bread and fish…walking across waves…are to open up our imaginations to 

the ways that a Holy love can play out in our lives… and you know what? I think it is 

incarnational…bringing God into the every aspect of this life on earth…and for 

me….this is not “fake news!”  Amen. 

    

    

         

    

     


