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With Christ, and In Christ, and Through Christ 
Luke 2: 1-20 

  

The time is almost at hand!! 

What a glorious night to be together. Family, friends, and celebratory worship - It is a 
time of year I love. The weather turns colder and warm beverages become that much more 

delicious and comforting. The days become darker, but the light of celebration begins to fill the 
night. 

As I think these welcoming thoughts, it isn’t lost on me that much about this particular 

year and this particular Christmas feels very different. In years past, there was the cleaning and 
sprucing up in preparation for holiday celebrations. There was caroling from house to house or in 
the town square. There was unfettered and mutual embrace with friends and strangers alike.  

This year, all of that and more are true for some of us. For others, there is still a need for 
caution and safety in a time of uncertainty and potential risk. Wherever you find yourself on that 
spectrum, there is one truth we all share. No matter where you are, God is in your midst. 

So, are you ready for Christmas? Of course, this could mean are you prepped and ready 

for gift exchanges? Or, it could be asking are you ready for the glorious confections and culinary 
masterpieces which will spend a moment on your lips but be remembered for quite some time? 

“Are you ready for Christmas?” could also have another meaning. Nadia Bolz-Weber 

asks the question this way, “So, are you fully prepared to receive the one who brings God to 
humans and humans to God by being both human and God?” I am left wondering; can we ever 
be fully prepared for the coming of Christ into the world?  

I imagine it’s like reaching enlightenment. You do all of this work in the hopes of 

attaining transcendence, but as you work you have no real clue what that transcendence will look 
or feel like. So, prepared? Probably not. But, can we be ready? Absolutely. I know I am ready. 

I am ready for Christ to come into the world and show us the way to love one another 

while putting an end to the spread of the Coronavirus. I am ready for Christ to come and lead the 
way to softened hearts and more compassionate dialogue between people who think they have 

nothing in common. I am ready for Christ to come into the world and bring infinite possibility. 

This night is a precious celebration of the nativity. It is a time where we hear about the 
stories of Jesus birth. It is a time when we contemplate what this means for each one of us. This 
listening, celebrating and contemplating are how we ready ourselves for a time we can never 

fully prepare for. 

We may experience it in much the same way as the shepherds we heard about this 
evening. They are minding their own business and attending to their flocks in the vast darkness 

of a desert night. And, as they are going about their usual tasks, an angel of God appears before 
them shining in God’s glory. The angel says to them, “Do not be afraid.” In the midst of the 
darkness of the night, an unearthly light appears to them, and in the midst of their fear (in the 
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midst of their anxiety) the angel says, “Do not be afraid. This is a time of great joy!”1 This is a 
time of great celebration because tonight the Messiah is born.  

The angel goes on saying, don’t just trust me on that. Don’t worry. There is a sign. The 

sign that the Savior has come is the fact that there is a baby in a manger wrapped in leftover 
bands of cloth. There is a baby out there who was born in a barn because no room could made 

for his mother at the inn. The sign that salvation has come to us is a baby wrapped in rags lying 
in a barn.  

Just this past week, I heard a congregant describe to me how babies embody 

vulnerability. One of the things we know about babies is that they need protection and comfort. 
Babies signify vulnerability. So, the sign that the Savior has come is vulnerability lying in a barn 
wrapped in rags. “Vulnerability wrapped in rags is the sign that the Savior has come.”2 

I don’t know about you but when I think about a sign from God that is supposed to bring 

great joy, it would not come from something wrapped in rags. Yet, maybe that is a sign of how 
God shows up. Perhaps, it says something about where we are when God chooses to show up. It 

isn’t in the finest hotel or the when we are wrapped in the finest linen. God shows up when we 
are in a barnyard. God shows up when we are clothed in rags, and find ourselves down and out. 
God shows up in our vulnerability. 

These last few years are a time where we have all experienced our own vulnerability, our 

own sense of fragility and uncertainty. Whatever our station in life, we have been laid low. We 
have been made vulnerable. We have been tattered and strewn about. 

Some of us may have lost jobs or our small business. Some of us may have lost the ones 

we love and cherish. All of us have lost the ability to freely and frequently see and be seen by 
those we hold dear. We have been made vulnerable. It is in these spaces, in these spaces of 
vulnerability, that God shows up. It is in these spaces of vulnerability wrapped in rags that we 

find God. It is the spaces which feel like nowhere and nothingness that God pours out hope.  

The light of God came into the world as a baby born in a manger. Where the world sees 
nothing and a nobody, God sees infinite possibility. God makes infinite possibilities where all 

seems lost. 

Even in the harsh reality of our lives, God can birth new things. This is not the hope that 
all things will be well in an instant. We know life does not work that way. This is the hope for a 

new beginning. 

The Good News is Christ came to be among us. While Christ’s energy existed from the 
beginning of all time, Christ manifested as a human being to be with us. Christ came into our 
most vulnerable places and brought new life, new possibility. If God could do so much with a 

baby named Jesus born in a manger, just imagine what God could do with you. 

 
1 Luke 2:10 
2 Michael Walrond, Jr., FCBC Christmas Eve Special, (Facebook Live, NYC, December 24, 2020). 


